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yet I am heartily glad of it. He did give me several directions what to do, and so I home by water again and to church a little, thinking to have met Mrs. Pierce in order to our meeting at night; but she not there, I home and dined, and comes presently by appointment my wife. I spent the afternoon upon a song1 of Solyman's words to Roxalana that I have set, and so with my wife walked and Mercer to Mrs. Pierce's, where Captain Rolt and Mrs. Knipp,2 Mr. Coleman and his wife, and Laneare, Mrs. Worshipp3 and her singing daughter, met; and by and by unexpectedly comes Mr. Pierce from Oxford. Here the best company for musique I ever was in, in my life, and wish 1 could live and die in it, both for musique and the face of Mrs. Pierce, and my wife and Knipp, who is pretty enough; but the most excellent, mad-humoured thing, and
he was appointed ambassador to Spain. Sir Richard Fanshaw, our ambassador there, was unjustly superseded. Clarendon, in his " Life," gives as the reason for Fanshaw's recall disapproval of the commercial treaty between England and Spain of December lyth, 1665, which he had signed; but we see from Pepys's words that Lord Sandwich's appointment had been decided upon before this (see Lister's " Life of Clarendon," vol. ii., p. 359).
1 The words of this song, addressed by Solyman to  Roxolana, are taken from the second part of the " Siege of Rhodes," act iv., sc. 2. Pepys's music is in the Pepysian Library.
" Beauty retire;  thou doest my pitty move, Believe my pitty, and then trust my love.
\_Exit ROXOLANA. Att first I thought her by our Prophet sent,
As a re-ward for valour's toiles,
More worth than all my Fa-ther's spoiles; But now, she is become my punishment. But thou art just, O Pow'r di-vine,
With niew and painfull arts
Of studied warr, I breake the hearts Of half the world, and shee breakes mine."
2  Genest, in his " History of the British Stage," vol. i., enumerates sixteen characters filled by Mrs. Knipp, at the King's House, between 1664 and 1678, when she disappears from the playbills, in which her name is spelt in six different ways.   The details in the Diary respecting this lively actress and " her brute of a husband," whom Pepys describes as a " horse jockey," are so amusing, that any particulars of their subsequent history would have been interesting.
3  Sister of Mrs.   Clerke, wife of Dr. Clerke.    See February I3th, 1666-67.